Term 4 Newsletter
Greetings everyone, welcome back to what we know will be an exciting term
of learning for us all. The following pages outline each syndicate’s focus for
the term. We greatly value your ideas and input so please feel free share these
with us- your contribution enriches our programmes.

The Voice of
Identity

Catholic Character Reflection to begin the term - A Call to action!
Much of our learning in Religious Education challenges our children to
understand that our we are called to live our faith - it is all about our actions
and in particular our willingness to serve others with our actions.
Jesus calls us to share his life, his values and live as he does. In this week's
Gospel he explains to his Apostles, James and John that Holiness is judged
on our closeness to God, not on our rank, our job or our vocation. We are
called to be part of the serving ministry of Jesus. He came to serve and we
are also called to be servants of faith and love in our world. I encourage us all
to be mindful of this powerful challenge throughout the term.

The Voice of
Cooperation

Sabbatical 2018:
I would like to thank the staff, the BOT and all of you for your interest,
support and encouragement of my term 3 sabbatical. I would like to
acknowledge Susie Sumner for the wonderful work she carried out in her role
as acting principal.
During the term I was privileged to meet with many wonderful learning
professionals and visit some amazing schools. I look forward to sharing my
learning, reflections and ideas to further support our school’s journey.
Roll Growth and Student Enrolments 2019

The Voice of
Learning

We are currently accepting enrolments for the 2019 school year. If you have any
children due to start please check they are on our pre enrolment list and if not, come
and complete an enrolment form as soon as possible. We have had a wonderful intake
of over 45 students this year so knowing numbers is essential for our planning and
organisation.
If you have any family or friends with primary school age children please encourage
them to come and have a look at the fantastic things happening at Holy Cross School.
The best form of advertising is Word of Mouth.

Today we had a very successful earthquake and tsunami drill. Perhaps this
can serve as a reminder to check your own home plans and supplies. Have
a look at the Civil Defence website which has very helpful tips and
resources. https://www.civildefence.govt.nz/
RESPECT PEOPLE
Come and Celebrate the
Cultures at Holy Cross
School at our International
Food Fair.

RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT

We will be reducing the
waste we make at the Food
Fair by recycling. Watch out
for the labelled bins!

BE A LEARNER
Come and learn about
Healthy Lunch Box
ideas from the
Energize team at the
Food Fair.

The Voice of
Celebration

Marcellin Syndicate Page
In Think, Talk and Create we are learning to be clever thinkers and clever talkers. We have 4 new
topics for this term. Each topic has a specific learning focus and the children in R7, R8 and R12 will
spend two weeks learning the language and concepts from each topic. For the last 3 weeks of this term
we will all be learning about The Journey. Please let your class teacher know if you have resources or
ideas you would like to share in this topic. Remember to share and talk about the topics when your child
brings home their Think, Talk and Create stories from school.

Playground Games is a Health and PE
Topic
We are going to be learning:
●
●
●
●
●

How playing games can keep us healthy.
How playing games can help us to work as
a team.
How we follow rules to play games fairly.
How we can play games with equipment
and our imagination.
How games can make playtimes fun.

There will be a T.I.P.S activity to include your
family in our learning.

The Journey is a Religious Education
Topic about The Nativity
We are going to be learning:
●
●
●
●
●

To identify and describe the main people
and events in the story.
To identify items that relate to the story of
the Nativity.
To retell in order the story leading up to the
Nativity.
How to create a role play of the story of the
First Christmas.
How we celebrate the Nativity in our
school, church and families.

Recycling is a Technology Topic
We are going to be learning :
●

●
●
●
●

How to identify signs, containers and
information in our school and wider
community that help us to manage waste.
How we dispose of rubbish and recycle at
home and at school.
About the importance of recycling.
How to classify items of rubbish, according
to the type of material.
How to identify ways to improve current
systems of rubbish collection and sorting
at home and at school.

Diwali is a Social Sciences Topic
We are going to be learning:
●
●
●

●

That the Diwali celebration has a special
story.
About the traditional ways that Diwali is
celebrated.
To create art that is part of the celebration
of Diwali.

That Diwali is an important celebration for
people in our community.

Anniversary Reporting: The students in years 0-3 will continue to have anniversary reports
until they have been at school for the equivalent of 120 weeks. Your class teacher will contact
you close to each anniversary to celebrate achievements and plan for the next learning goals. If
you have any questions, please contact your class teacher.

Rubbish or
Treasure?!

Welcome back! We hope you have had a
wonderful break with your tamariki.
This term we will have a Technology focus
with our theme ‘Reuse, Recycle, Reduce’.
We have already begun our investigation at
the end of last term and we were horrified with
the amount of rubbish found around our
school! Students will investigate and create
solutions on how to reduce this problem, and
to create useful items out of recycled
materials.
Leading up to Christmas our students will be
exploring ‘The Communion of Saints’ and the
story of the birth of Jesus.
For Physical Education leading up to athletics,
students will develop motor skills and
techniques in running, jumping and throwing.
Room 6 will also be participating in
swimming lessons. This will take place
every Friday. Please ensure your child
has their togs and towel ready for their
lessons.

DISGUSTING!!!

Reminders:
❖ Students will be
engaged in Garden
to Table activities
every Wednesday.
Students are
required to wear an
old shirt or top and
closed in shoes.

❖
Orange Day ParadeCongratulations for
winning ‘Best
Banner’!!!

Sharing our Learning!
❖

Students are
reminded to bring
their full PE
uniform every
Tuesday,
Wednesday and
Thursday. Please
help your child to
have these
organised.
Room 6 will be
swimming every
Friday. Please help
your child to
organise their togs
and towel.

Year 7 & 8 - ‘What is my legacy?’
WILLIAM PIKE CHALLENGE AWARD UPDATE
We encourage you to check our your child’s William Pike challenge hub at http://www.wpca.co.nz/ - there you
will see their progress to date with their Community Service, Try Something New and Outdoor Education.
For Community Service this term, we will continue to encourage all of our students to take advantage of the
many kaitiaki roles available to them in the school. There will be also be opportunities for our senior students
to help out with the Food Fair and end of year events. We do encourage our students to also think how they
might be kaitiaki their local community to complete their hours for the William Pike Challenge Award.
For Try Something New, it is delightful to read the many varied things that students have tried out for their
Passion Projects this year. This term, we encourage students to think of their own passion projects or to try
something new to complete their final hours for the William Pike Challenge Award.
For Outdoor Education this term we are going to Somes Island on Thursday 22nd November and we are
very grateful to the East by West Ferry service who are putting on a special charter ferry to pick us up and
deliver us back to Seatoun Wharf for this day. More information to follow but please let us know if you can
help out on this special day.

Students will be using the
Banqer programme where they
will be learning about
compounding interest, loans,
insurance, and taxes!

Students will be exploring
possible career options and
learning how to create their
own CV.

Year 8 students will be writing their
memoirs about their precious
moments at Holy Cross and we look
forward to sharing this writing with
you at the end of the year.

HOME LEARNING
●
●
●

We encourage all students in Year 7 /8 to be reading for 30 minutes each evening at least 4 times
each week
We recommend the use of Prototec and the NZ Ministry of Education e-ako website to support their
learning in Numeracy
Please encourage your child to keep their William Pike blog up to date and also check out the
amazing work they are doing with their Science Badges in their online folders.

Other News and Information
EAT MY LUNCH
A very warm welcome to our three new students and their
families who have joined our Holy Cross School
Community this week. We hope that you have had a
fabulous week and made new friends. Welcome to: Rome
Neho-Sanerivi, Liam Mohan and Bawi Sua Thyng

Just a reminder for those students who have
signed up for the “Eat My Lunch” programme if you no longer need to receive a lunch please
talk to our staff in the office. Please also let us
know if your family would like to sign up to be
part of this programme.

TERM 4 POWHIRI

PSG NEWS:
Sausage Sizzle:
On the day of the Food Fair the PSG will
run a sausage sizzle. This will replace Subway on that
day. More details to come.

Food donations:
It’s been traditional for each family to make a baked
contribution for the very popular cake stall. We will
provide sweet treat ideas closer to the time. The cake
stall is one of the highlights of the Food Fair!
Important dates:
●
16-18 October and 22-25 October: above items to be
brought to school
●
25-26 October: Cake stall food to be brought to
school hall before school
●
26 October: INTERNATIONAL FOOD FAIR 5pm
Thank you in advance for your support – the Food
Fair is our major fundraiser for 2018-19. Funds raised
will go towards sun shading to make our outdoor
areas even more functional. We appreciate that it is a
busy time of year for everyone and we won’t be
holding any more fundraising events this year.

UNIFORM
In Term 4 we wear the summer uniform. This includes
a hat, black sandals and the summer dress. Please
ensure all of your uniform is clearly labelled and
return any found items to the lost property in the
office. Summer dresses, hats and polo shirts can be
purchased through the school office. Other uniform
items are sold at the The Warehouse. We expect all

our students to take pride in wearing their school
uniform. Thank you for your support.

We warmly invite all current families to join us
for the Powhiri on Friday 9th November to
welcome the new students to Holy Cross
School.

Important Dates for Term 4
18th October - Swimming starts for Room 8
& 12
19th October - Swimming starts for Room 6
&7
22nd October - Labour Day - no school
26th October - Holy Cross Food Fair
1st November - All Saints Day / BOT
meeting/ Royal NZ Ballet Nutcracker
2nd November- All Souls Day
7th November - Eastern Zone Athletics day
11th November - 1st Holy Communion
13th November - Year 8 St Patrick’s College
testing,St Catherines Orientation day
22nd November - Somes Island Excursion
4th December - Christmas Liturgy
5th December - Eastern Zone Miniball
13th December -Year 8 Graduation
18th December- End of year liturgy and last
day of school

School newsletters are available on the
school website www.hcm.school.nz .

A big Happy Birthday to the following students
who have celebrated a birthday since our last
newsletter: Ted and Obsaan

SPORTS NEWS
Swimming will start this week for R6,7,8 and 12. Swimming lessons are a very important part of
the curriculum. As part of the swimming sessions the children will develop skills and have a greater
understanding of safety around water. If you have any questions regarding swimming lessons please
direct them to your child’s teacher who will liaise with the instructors. Please help your child remember
to bring their togs and towel for their swimming lessons.

Sports coming up :
17/10/18 ASB basketball Year 3 and 4
19/10/18 ASB basketball Year 7 and 8
25/10/18 Interschool badminton
27/10/18 Mother Earth Future Ferns netball fun day
31/10/18 Athletics at the Polo Ground Year 4-8 11.30am -2.30pm

GARDEN TO TABLE

On the menu this week…

Nadia: We have lovely vege garden, a herb garden and two lemon

This week our cooks made the most
of the greens harvested the garden
and created absolutely delicious
cheesy green fritters and apple slaw.

trees. Kitchen tip: Always walk with a knife facing down
beside you. I help mum cook lebanese chicken and rice
and Dad with yellow curry. Garden Tip- remember to water your
plants.

Xanthe: Our garden is mostly a flower garden but we do have a
lemon a quince tree. Kitchen tip: Wash your hands before cooking
ALWAYS. Garden Tip; Wear gardening gloves to protect your
hands around prickly plants.

Julianna: In the Philippines it’s really hot and we had a beautiful
flower garden.
Kitchen tip: Listen carefully to the person who is talking.
Garden Tip: Remember to turn the soil so the air gets in.
Favourite dish I love sinigang, it’s a Filipino soup.

Thank you to all our
Volunteers in the
Garden and Kitchen.
Please contact the
office if you would like
to help out with this
amazing programme!

We have been overwhelmed by the response to the violin lessons but are very
keen to make this work for as many students as possible. We are now looking
for more violins to support this programme. A reminder that if your child is
receiving violin lessons then they must also commit to the orchestra sessions
on Tuesday afternoons in the hall from 3:15-4:45pm. These after school
sessions will start on 23rd of October and run until the 11th of December.

GET PREPARED
Information for whānau
While different emergency events happen in different locations, being prepared is
something we all need to do. What’s the Plan, Stan? can help your family develop plans so
that you’ll be ready no matter what happens.

For more information about getting prepared
http://whatstheplanstan.govt.nz/information-for-parents

Health and Safety News
With the weather getting warmer the problem with head lice can become more
common.Please make the most of the long weekend and take time to check
your child’s hair. If you do find evidence of head lice please take the time to treat
your child over the long weekend and break the cycle.
Safety around cars
We are aware of parking issues around the school and appreciate those who
pick up their children from the courts, we would appreciate if you could move off
the courts carefully showing awareness of all pedestrians.Please do not park
there for long periods of time as the courts are used for after school activities.
Thank you for your understanding.

